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Garbology
A\ - A Thematic Unit about Trash
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Reality Education

Lesson 4
Creating Graphs about Trash

Objective:
Students will create graphs about the garbage facts.

Materials:
1) The facts from Worksheet 3 sorted by category. (This information can be found on
the previous page.)
2) Worksheet 4 - One for each student or group.

Opening:
Brainstorm about some ways that factual information can be displayed so it is easy to
read. Some possible answers are graphs, tables, and pictographs.

Instruction:
1) Pass out Worksheet 4

2) Show some of the example graphs. Have the students look at the facts and create a
graph or table to explain the information.

Closure:
The students may share their displays with the class.
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Garbology

Lesson 4, Worksheet 4
Creating graphs about Trash

Name Period

Directions: Instead of looking at several facts about trash, it is often easier to see the information
in a display. There are several ways to display your information. Some examples are graphs,
tables or picture displays.

Look at the facts about trash. On your own sheet of graph paper, create a graph, table or picture
display of the facts. Some examples of data displays are shown below:

NET WASTE DISCARDS

Carrugated shipping boxes

Liguids, office paper, misc.
Plastic wraps, syrup containers
Uncoated paper (napkine)
Coated paper (zandwich wrap)
Palystyrene (hot cups, lids, et
Customer's waste (Diapers, etc)

Food Waste

A typical McDonalds serving 2,000 customers generates 238 pounds of waste per day.
Source: Environmental Defense Fund Study, Moy, 1990

© 2006 Reality Education, Nancy L. Wilkinson Page 3



