CENTER DIRECTIONS:

1. Choose 6 centers for each week.  A class of 24 would have at most 4 children at a center.  You may place out more centers if you choose.  
2. Each center should have the directions next to it so students can read and be reminded of what to do.  Directions can easily be written onto an index card.

3. Divide the class up into six groups. I suggest to randomly assign the students the centers and not based on their reading group level.  I also suggest mixing up the groups every so often.  Students can rotate through the centers by creating magnetic name tags of each student and the centers, using pocket charts or other display options.  Create a grid with the center names on top and the students names under the center.  You can rotate the students names daily or every so many days.

4. Another option is always allowing open centers but no more than 4 per center.  Students are given their names and they place their card under the center.  When four names are at the center, no more can attend.

5. During the center time, is when the reading groups will be called forward.

6. You also might write other work that is to be completed first before they may go to a center.  For example, they must finish their daily homework first.  

CENTERS:
(Not all centers will be available every week)
1. Computer: Students may work on the preloaded computer game that matches their skill level.

2. Game: Two or three students may participate in the game center.  This center usually consists of a folder game, simple game or puzzle.

3. QUIET Choice - If they get all their reading and jobs done they may do quiet choice. During this time they may write in their journal.  Draw a picture. Read a book. Do a free time sheet from the free time box.  Free time sheets are just various word searches, mazes, crosswords, or coloring pages related to a theme.  
4. Listening center - In a cubby you will find choices of books.  A book and tape recorder are in bags.  The student takes the bag of their choice and a listening center sheet.  They listen to the book and then fill out the listening center sheet.  The sheet asks them the name of the book and author.  It asks them to draw their favorite part of the story and one sentence describing the picture.  It also asks them to tell if they liked the book.  After they finish the sheet, they place the sheet in their center folder. Next they clean up their center and put their center folder away.  Younger students may copy the name and author of the book and then draw a picture about the book.
5. Word Wall Center - I have various word wall activities that I have the children complete. I change this center weekly.
a) Making words with tiles - student center activity - k-3
b) ABC WORD WALL (1-3) student writes word wall words in ABC order.
c) Consonant Fractions (1-2) student determines the number of consonants in a word wall word.
d) Letters in my first name form (1-2) student uses the letters of his name to complete this word wall activity.
e) Syllables in Word Wall Words (1-3) Student activity sheet - student places words from the word wall in the correct.
f) Acrostic Word Wall (1-3) Student picks eight word wall words. He uses all the letters in the word to form new words.
g) Word Wall Pictures (1-3) Student picks six word wall words. He writes and illustrates those six words.
h) Word Wall Shopping (1-3)  Student picks seven word wall words. He uses the key to see how much each word costs. Involves simple adding.
6. Reading Center – Students may either read to themselves, buddy read or group read.  When they have read a story, they need to record the story in their reading log.  Once a group of students have read a story they may discuss the story. Some suggested questions.
a) Why did you like/dislike about the story?
b) What was your favorite/least favorite part?
c) How would you have changed the ending?  The beginning?  The characters?
7. Making Words Center - The student goes to this center and removes a bag of prepicked letter tiles and a Making Words center sheet.  The use the letters to make four words that they must write on the sheet.  One word must be 2 letters long; two of the words must be three letters long, the last word need to be 3 or more letters long.  Example:  p u m p k I n a.  After they write their words on the sheet, they then must circle two and use the chosen two in a sentence.  
8. Making Sentences Center - At this center, the student uses the magnetic word tiles and creates a sentence using the words.  They copy the sentence.  Their goal is to make the longest sentence that makes sense. They must do this twice.  On the center sheet they will write the two sentences and draw an illustration to match the sentence.  Like all the centers, they must complete the sheet, place it in the center folder, clean up the center, and put their center folder away.    
9. Poem Center - I select a poem and place it on large paper.  
a) The students must write the poem in their journal and then draw a picture of what they see in their mind when they read the poem.  Sometimes I may ask them to circle rhyming words or words that begin with a certain sound.  
b) Look at the laminated poem.  Take a set of cut up poems and glue them in order onto a sheet of paper.  Illustrate the poem.
10. Pocket Chart – This center deals with the pockets.  Some example activities might be:
a) Count the money in each row and wrote it on the given sheet.  
b) Arrange 4 pictures in correct order.  Then sketch each picture on the given center sheet.  Finally they write a transitional sentence for each picture. 
11. Play-Doh – Use the play-doh to create letters/ numbers, etc.
12. Writing Center Example Activities:

a) Create a picture or write a letter (older students).  Use the envelope to write the correct address.

b) Create a book using the blank books.  Be sure to illustrate your story.
c) Sight Word Center – Make the sight words with rubber stamps, magnetic letters, tiles, etc. 

13. Drama Center.  Use the scarves as props. Create a play or puppet show.  Write it down (older students) or memorize it.  Present it to the class.
14. Big Books: Read the books.  

15. Stamp a Story:  Use the rubber stamps to create a story.  Either write the story or be prepared to tell the story to either the entire class or some of the class.

16. Envelope Activities:  I will set out a few manila envelopes on the shelf top for students to take to their seat to do the activity.  Most envelopes are for one person unless otherwise specified.  The envelopes are in the correct magazine holder.
17. Water Color Paint:  Use water color paints to paint a picture and then write a story about the picture.

18. Science Center: There is a box labeled Science Center.  In it are the activities for the week for science.  There is also a direction card for that week.  Follow the directions very carefully to determine what to do.
19. Literature circle: A group of students read together from our reading series stories. After a while they begin to have discussions about the story and I do writing after....beginning middle end, circular story, steps in a process etc.(as a group on big chart paper...these come out really neat!) 
20. Writing Folder: This is where the children make books and write 
stories that they will share during group. 
21. Journal Writing (can be a teacher directed topic if you choose) 
22. Handwriting Center I usually have a frame with blanks. I also 
have laminated alphabet cards for my lower kids to practice.They can also use wikki sticks, pipe cleaners etc. to make letters. 
23. Sight Word Center (which may change to vocabulary center depending on your students) They can make the sight words with rubber stamps, magnetic letters and I have letters written on all sorts of shapes(shells for Junel) I use this to reinforce letter and word manipulation. Plus it works great to help them learn the sight words! YOU COULD USE YOUR SPELLING WORDS... 
24. Poetry Box I have poems that are laminated, and another set that are the words cut apart. The kids put the words together and glue them and illustrate it. I also have their poetry laminated and poetry books, rhyme games etc. My kids keep a three ring binder of poems in there are poems we have done in class, and original works. I also put all the poems we did in group there the kids use pointers and can stick wikki sticks or highlighting removable tape over words. 

25.  Big Books The kids use pointers etc to read the books. I sometimes put a post it outside a book a want them to read. I might put a post it that says circle all the Days of the week in this story. So they use pipe cleaners or wikki sticks to do that, and might write them etc. 
26. Deal a story I have cards I purchased that allow kids to choose one of each color to write a story about...my kids love this!



Name _____________________________________  



 Date _________________________________

[image: image9.wmf]In a container you will find choices of books.  A book and tape recorder are in bags. The student takes the bag of their choice and a listening center sheet.  Listen to the book and then fill out the sheet below.  After you finish the sheet, place the sheet in the assignment box. Next clean up their center.  
The title of the book I listened to was: _________________________________________________________________

I Rate this book by coloring in the correct stars
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Loved the book!

The book was O.K.

I didn’t like it.

Here is a picture of one thing that happened in the book! 
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First and Second Grade:  Write a paragraph about your drawing.  Explain why you rated the book as you did.
	

I have various word wall activities that I have the children complete. I change this center weekly.  Look at the white board to find out what the activity is.

· Making words with tiles - student center activity – k-3
· ABC WORD WALL (1-3) student writes word wall words in ABC order.

· Consonant Fractions (1-2) student determines the number of consonants in a word wall word.

· Letters in my first name form (1-2) student uses the letters of his name to complete this word wall activity. Syllables in Word Wall Words (1-3) Student activity sheet - student places words from the word wall in the correct.

· [image: image10.wmf]Acrostic Word Wall (1-3) Student picks eight word wall words. He uses all the letters in the word to form new words.

· Word Wall Pictures (1-3) Student picks six word wall words. He writes and illustrates those six words

· Word Wall Shopping (1-3)  Student picks seven word wall words. He uses the key to see how much each word costs. Involves simple adding.
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At this center, the student uses the magnetic word tiles and creates a sentence using the words.  They copy the sentence.  Their goal is to make the longest sentence that makes sense. They must do this twice.  On the center sheet they will write the two sentences and draw an illustration to match the sentence.  Like all the centers, they must complete the sheet, place it in the center folder, clean up the center, and put their center folder away.
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This center deals with the pockets.  Some example activities might be:
· Count the money in each row and wrote it on the given sheet.
· Arrange 4 pictures in correct order.  Then sketch each picture on the given center sheet.  Finally they write a transitional sentence for each picture.

	

Example Activities:

· Create a picture or write a letter (older students).  Use the envelope to write the correct address.

· Create a book using the blank books.  Be sure to illustrate your story.

· Sight Word Center – Make the sight words with rubber stamps, magnetic letters, tiles, etc.
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Use the scarves as props. Create a play or puppet show.  Write it down (older students) or memorize it.  Present it to the class.
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Students may work on the preloaded computer game that matches their skill level.
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Read the books.  
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Use the rubber stamps to create a story.  Either write the story or be prepared to tell the story to either the entire class or some of the class. 

	

[image: image18.wmf]
If you get all their reading and jobs done you may do quiet choice. During this time you may write in your journal, draw a picture, read a book or do a free e time sheet from the free time box.  
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The student goes to this center and removes a bag of prepicked letter tiles.  They use the letters to make four words that they must write on the sheet.  One word must be 2 letters long; two of the words must be three letters long, the last word need to be 3 or more letters long.  Example:  p u m p k I n a.  After they write their words on the sheet, they then must circle two and use the chosen two in a sentence.  
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In a cubby you will find choices of books.  A book and tape recorder are in bags.  The student takes the bag of their choice and a listening center sheet.  They listen to the book and then fill out the listening center sheet.  The sheet asks them the name of the book and author.  It asks them to draw their favorite part of the story and one sentence describing the picture.  It also asks them to tell if they liked the book.  After they finish the sheet, they place the sheet in their center folder. Next they clean up their center and put their center folder away.  Younger students may copy the name and author of the book and then draw a picture about the book. 
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  If there is play-dough, use the play-dough to create letters/ numbers, etc.
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I will set out a few manila envelopes on the shelf top for students to take to their seat to do the activity.  Most envelopes are for one person unless otherwise specified.  Each envelope has a mark on it for the correct grade level.



	

[image: image23.wmf]Students may either read to themselves, buddy read or group read.  When they have read a story, they need to record the story in their reading log.  Once a group of students have read a story they may discuss the story. Some suggested questions. 
· Why did you like/dislike about the story? 
· What was your favorite/least favorite part? 
· How would you have changed the ending?  The beginning?  The characters?
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I select a poem and place it on paper.  
The students must write the poem in their journal and then draw a picture of what they see in their mind when they read the poem.  Sometimes I may ask them to circle rhyming words or words that begin with a certain sound.

OR

Look at the laminated poem.  Take a set of cut up poems and glue them in order onto a sheet of paper.  Illustrate the poem.
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Two or three students may participate in the game center.  This center usually consists of a folder game, simple game or puzzle.
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Make the sight words with rubber stamps, magnetic letters, tiles, etc. 


