ECE AZ Standards


	Standard
	Check if Mastered

	Context Statement for Social and Emotional Development Standard One

The emotional well-being of children is paramount to ensure that children reach their overall potential. Children who have positive, realistic self-concepts readily participate in activities alone and with others. Confident children are ready for new experiences and handle change with positive dispositions. In planning activities for preschool children, early childhood educators are sensitive to individual needs, encourage individual abilities, and are aware of the developmental levels of individual children. They value children’s attempts to express emotions in ways that are accepted by their families, culture, and community. Children need an environment that is responsive to their feelings of hunger, pain, and fatigue. Such an environment is attractive and welcoming. It provides a sense of identity and belonging and inspires engagement in relevant activities. Familiar, unhurried, regular routines that children can anticipate provide assurance and minimize stress for both adults and children.

	STANDARD 1. Children display a healthy self-image in a safe, supportive, and stimulating learning environment.

	Benchmark 1..2. The child recognizes, expresses, and manages feelings in various situations.

	a. Communicates feelings through body language, facial expressions, or vocalizations
	

	b. Identifies own emotions.
	

	c. Describes own feelings and their causes.
	

	d. Asserts own needs and desires purposefully and safely.
	

	e. Identifies and describes the feelings of others
	

	f. Exhibits self control when angry or upset.
	

	g. Expresses empathy for others
	

	Benchmark 1..3. The child expresses awareness of and confidence in self in terms of own characteristics, preferences, abilities, and heritage.

	a. Expresses awareness of self as separate from others.
	

	b. Demonstrates confidence in own characteristics, preferences, and growing abilities.
	

	c. Identifies similarities and differences between self and others.
	

	d. Recognizes similarities and differences between own family culture and the family culture of others
	

	e. Demonstrates respect for differences in classmates by interacting with them in a variety of ways.
	

	f. Willingly participates in activities celebrating cultural diversity.
	

	STANDARD 2. Children demonstrate positive approaches to learning.

	Benchmark 2.1. The child demonstrates curiosity in new experiences.

	a. Selects an activity when choices are provided.
	

	b. Shows interest in materials in the classroom environment.
	

	c. Participates and maintains interest in an activity.
	

	d. Recognizes and inquires about new experiences and changes in the classroom.
	

	Benchmark 2.2. The child demonstrates self-direction and independence.

	a. Sets goals with adult help.
	

	b. Plans steps to achieve goals.
	

	c. Completes goals.
	

	Benchmark 2.3. The child uses a variety of techniques to resolve conflicts.

	a. Seeks adult assistance to resolve a conflict.
	

	b. Offers suggestions during conflict resolution.
	

	Engages another child in conflict resolution without adult

c. assistance.
	

	STANDARD 3. Children demonstrate self-control and show responsibility for themselves and others.

	Benchmark 3.1. The child respects the rights and property of self and others.

	a. Identifies ownership of items belonging to self and others.
	

	b. Uses things belonging to others without keeping them.
	

	c. Asks permission before using items that belong to others.
	

	d. Defends own rights and the rights of others
	

	Benchmark 3.2. The child cares for the learning environment and materials.

	a. Appropriately uses materials with assistance.
	

	b. Participates in clean-up routines with adult assistance
	

	c. Cares for the learning environment and materials with prompting
	

	d. Participates in clean-up routines with prompting
	

	Independently cares for the learning environment and materials
	

	f. Voluntarily assists others in cleaning up and putting away materials
	

	Benchmark 3.3. The child follows rules and routines in various environments (e.g., classroom, group activities, outdoors, and field trips).

	a. Follows classroom rules and routines with prompting
	

	b. Follows classroom rules and routines without prompting
	

	c. Accepts the consequences of actions, positive or negative
	

	d. Understands reasons for classroom rules
	

	STANDARD 4. Children form healthy social relationships.

	Benchmark 4.1. The child interacts cooperatively with others.

	a. Responds when adults or children initiate interactions.
	

	b. Initiates and sustains positive interactions with adults and peers
	

	c. Plays cooperatively with a small group of children and demonstrates responsive and reciprocal skills throughout the interactions.
	

	d. Politely makes requests using words such as “please”, “thank you”,

“you’re welcome”, “excuse me.”
	

	Benchmark 4.2. The child demonstrates an awareness of and participates in the classroom community.

	a. Identifies specific areas and members of the classroom community
	

	b. Demonstrates a sense of belonging in the classroom
	

	c. Contributes to and cares for the classroom (members and environment)
	

	Benchmark 4.3. The child demonstrates an awareness of and contributes to the school community.

	a. Shows interest in areas outside the classroom environment
	

	b. Identifies people and common features in the school community
	

	c. Demonstrates a sense of belonging in the school community
	

	d. Contributes to and cares for the school community (members and environment
	

	Benchmark 4.4. The child demonstrates an awareness of the neighborhood community

	a. Identifies community workers and common features of the neighborhood community and local landscape such as streets, houses, plants, and mountains.
	

	b. Describes the roles and responsibilities of various people in the community
	

	c. Demonstrates an awareness of community responsibility and how people rely on each other
	

	Context Statement for Physical Development, Health, and Safety Standard One

Preschool children are active learners and use their bodies to make connections between past experience and new ideas. Their motor skills progress from gross to fine. Reading a book, writing, mathematical thinking, scientific exploration, and interacting with others all require precise physical movements that are developed by personal experience and continued exposure to people and materials in the environment. All children need numerous opportunities to explore how their bodies move, alone and in relation to others, and to explore how their bodies can manipulate materials in their environment

	STANDARD 1.Children develop respect, curiosity, and understanding about how their bodies function in their environment and demonstrate confidence using motor skills.

	Benchmark 1.1. The child shows competence with a variety of gross motor movements.

	a. Demonstrates purpose and direction while using the following gross motor movements:

	• Climbs up and down stairs.
	

	• Runs with an even pace.
	

	• Hops on two feet.
	

	• Moves tricycle with feet on the ground.
	

	b. Shows balance while using the following gross motor movements:

	• Runs and stops with control
	

	• Climbs up and down using alternating feet
	

	• Walks on a line without falling off
	

	• Hops on one foot
	

	• Pedals tricycle with feet
	

	• Gallops
	

	c. Combines the following gross motor movements to complete activities

	• Runs and turns with agility
	

	• Moves through space without touching or bumping into other individuals and things
	

	• Walks backward without falling
	

	• Rides a tricycle, steering it with control
	

	• Jumps over objects
	

	Benchmark 1.2. The child shows competence in gross motor stability.

	a. Demonstrates ability to balance while using rocking toys, turning

around, and carrying objects
	

	b. Shows stability in use when using of the following gross motor skills

	• Sits in a variety of positions with good balance
	

	• Bends to pick up and move objects
	

	• Balances on one foot
	

	• Tosses objects
	

	c. Uses the following gross motor skills to manipulate objects during play

	• Pushes a swing or other moving object
	

	• Bounces a large ball
	

	• Kicks a stationary ball
	

	• Catches objects against body
	

	d. Demonstrates a combination of the following gross motor stability movements during play:

	• Throws overhand.
	

	• Swings a bat
	

	• Catches objects with hands
	

	• Kicks a moving object
	

	• Uses arms and legs in a coordinated manner to pump a swing
	

	Benchmark 1.3. The child shows competence in fine motor manipulation.

	a. Manipulates objects with hands
	

	b. Uses eye-hand coordination to perform simple manipulations
	

	c. Explores a variety of writing, drawing, and art tools
	

	d. Manipulates smaller objects with increasing control
	

	e. Uses eye-hand coordination to perform simple manipulations with increasing control
	

	f. Uses writing, drawing, and art tools to make basics strokes or figures
	

	g. Uses strength and control to perform fine motor tasks
	

	h. Coordinates eye-hand movements in a purposeful way, planning and attending to detail
	

	i. Copies and draws simple shapes, letters, and words including own name
	

	STANDARD 2. Children engage in personal health and safety practices to enhance their well-being.

	Benchmark 2.1. The child demonstrates self-help skills
	

	a. Requests assistance in performing self-help skills
	

	b. Demonstrates use of the following beginning self-help skills

	• Feeds self.
	

	• Follows toileting routines with reminders and assistance with clothing.
	

	• Removes own clothing without assistance.
	

	• Locates own belongings.
	

	c. Demonstrates increasing responsibility for the following self-help skills: 

	• Dresses self with assistance
	

	• Cares for own belongings with reminders
	

	• Follows toileting routines, receiving some adult assistance with clothing
	

	d. Demonstrates independence with the following in self-help skills

	• Dresses self independently
	

	• Cares for own belongings independently
	

	• Manipulates utensils to prepare and serve food
	

	• Follows toileting routines independently
	

	Benchmark 2.2. The child demonstrates knowledge of personal health practices

	a. Demonstrates the following personal hygiene practices

	• With assistance, washes hands before meals and after toileting.
	

	• With assistance, brushes own teeth after meals
	

	• With assistance, wipes nose with tissue when necessary
	

	• With assistance, when coughing or sneezing, covers mouth with elbow or tissue
	

	b. Demonstrates the following personal hygienic practices

	• With prompting, washes hands before meals and after toileting.
	

	• With prompting, brushes own teeth after meals.
	

	• With prompting, wipes nose with tissue when necessary.
	

	• With assistance, when coughing or sneezing, covers mouth with
	

	c. Demonstrates the following personal hygiene practices:

	• Independently washes hands before meals and after toileting.
	

	• Independently brushes own teeth after meals.
	

	• Independently wipes nose with tissue when necessary.
	

	• When coughing or sneezing, independently covers mouth with elbow or tissue.
	

	Benchmark 2.3. The child demonstrates knowledge of safe living practices

	a. Imitates and participates in the following routines and practices to remain safe and avoid injury

	• Learns to treat fire with caution and responds appropriately during a fire drill.
	

	• Knows how to cross a street safely and travel safely in motor vehicles.
	

	• Knows about safe behavior around bodies of water (e.g., pools, lakes).
	

	• Follows playground safety rules.
	

	• Knows how to get help from a parent and/or trusted adult when made to feel uncomfortable or unsafe by another person/adult.
	

	b. Identifies behaviors that are safe and harmful

	• Recognizes the danger of fire.
	

	• Recognizes the symbol for poison and the danger of poisonous substances.
	

	• Knows never to eat substances that are not food and knows never to take medicine unless administered by an adult.
	

	• Knows not to talk to, accept rides from, or take treats from strangers
	

	c. Knows how to seek help in an emergency
	

	Context Statement for Language and Literacy Standard One: Listening and Speaking

Children become comfortable exploring language by listening to stories, poems, chants, and songs and by engaging in conversations with others. As children are encouraged to share their personal experiences, ideas, feelings, and opinions, they develop confidence to use increasingly complex language. Preschool experiences support children’s home language while encouraging their transition to English.

	STANDARD 1. LISTENING AND SPEAKING. Children use listening and verbal communication for a variety of purposes.

	Benchmark 1.1. The child develops the ability to listen attentively and to respond appropriately

	a. Listens with interest during daily activities and shows understanding through gestures, actions, or language
	

	b. Follows simple directions

	• Follows one-step directions.
	

	• Follows two-step directions
	

	c. Follows directions that include more than two steps
	

	d. Listens to another’s statement before acting or responding
	

	e. Asks relevant questions to further understanding
	

	Benchmark 1.2. The child participates in extended conversations with peers and adults.

	a. Responds to comments and questions from others
	

	b. Responds to comments and questions in a series of connected exchanges

	• Shares and talks about own experiences products, or writing
	

	• Takes turns talking and listening in groups
	

	c. Extends and initiates conversations.

	• Follows the content of conversations and makes relevant responses
	

	• Engages in conversations to negotiate sharing, planning, and problem solving
	

	Benchmark 1.3. The child uses verbal and nonverbal communication to share personal experiences, ideas, feelings, and opinions.

	a. Communicates needs, feelings, and opinions
	

	b. Verbally presents personal ideas and experiences using simple sentences. 
	

	c. Tells a simple story, including details about people, place, and events. 
	

	d. Uses temporal words (before, after, etc.). 
	

	e. Uses expanding vocabulary in relevant contexts. 

	• Recites short poems, rhymes, and songs.
	

	• Describes objects and their attributes.(
	

	• Uses prepositions to describe positions and locations (in, out, under, off, beside, behind, etc.).
	

	• Uses comparative words (faster-slower, heavier-lighter, etc.).
	

	f. Uses sentences of increasing length and grammatical complexity to present ideas, feelings, and experiences. (F LA 3-1)
	

	Context Statement for Language and Literacy Standard Two: Reading

Children learn about print concepts by living in an environment rich in signs, symbols, words, numbers, and art that reflect the children’s different cultures and extend their understandings. They acquire knowledge of the alphabet when provided with experiences that present letters in ways that are meaningful to their lives. Children learn to discriminate sounds by playing with language through planned opportunities and by their own discovery. Providing children with opportunities to actively engage in literacy activities that build on prior knowledge and experiences promotes their reading comprehension. By observing others using print for creative and meaningful activities, being read to daily, and having opportunities to explore books, children realize that words and books can amuse, delight, comfort, illuminate, inform, and excite.

	STANDARD 2. READING Children develop the foundation for reading through meaningful exploration and active engagement with a variety of text (e.g., books, signs, environmental print, and logos).

	Benchmark 2.1. The child demonstrates an interest in a diverse selection of literature and other reading material.

	a. Indicates preference for particular books and asks others to read to him or her. 
	

	b. Listens with interest to and participates in stories being read.
	

	c. Chooses to read by himself or herself and sees self as reader.

	• Regularly seeks books out and “reads” independently.
	

	• Tells a story from picture books.
	

	• Seeks information in books. 
	

	 Benchmark 2.2. The child demonstrates book-handling awareness.

	a. Holds books right side up
	

	b. Demonstrates awareness that books have titles.
	

	c. Turns pages in the correct direction one page at a time.
	

	d. “Reads” text from left to right and from top to bottom.
	

	Benchmark 2.3 The child explores the concepts of print and develops the knowledge that print conveys a message.

	a. Distinguishes between print and pictures. 
	

	b. Demonstrates awareness that print carries a message.
	

	c. Recognizes that letters are grouped to form words.
	

	d. Knows each spoken word can be written and read.
	

	Benchmark 2.4 The child uses emerging reading skills to explore the use of print and to construct meaning.

	a. Recognizes symbols and print in their environment.
	

	b. Recognizes own written name. 
	

	c. Recognizes written names of friends and family. 
	

	d. Recognizes highly familiar words. 
	

	Benchmark 2.5. The child demonstrates knowledge of the alphabet.

	a. Recognizes similarities and differences in various shapes (circles, triangles, horizontal and vertical lines, points, zig-zag, and wavy lines). 
	

	b. Recognizes similarities and differences in letters. 
	

	c. Recognizes a few letters. (K R&L 1-3 PO1)
	

	d. Recognizes and names many letters.
	

	Benchmark 2.6. The child discriminates the sounds of language.

	a. Actively participates in word games, finger plays, and songs that emphasize sounds and rhymes.
	

	b. Demonstrates a playful interest in repetitive sounds, rhythm, and alliteration.

	• Recognizes matching sounds and rhymes in familiar games, songs, stories, and poems.
	

	• Invents own rhymes and repetitive phrases.
	

	c. Demonstrates a playful interest in sounds and words.

	• Shows awareness that different words begin with the same sound.
	

	• Demonstrates some ability to hear separate syllables in words.
	

	Benchmark 2.7. The child actively engages in literacy activities to promote comprehension.

	a. Relates stories to real-life experiences and feelings.
	

	b. Asks and answers a variety of questions about stories.
	

	c. Makes predictions from what is read, heard, or seen in illustrations.
	

	d. Retells a story in sequence using illustrations in a book or literary props. 
	

	e. Relates details of stories.
	

	f. Draws connections between story events. 
	

	Context Statement for Language and Literacy Standard Three: Writing

Children begin to recognize the relationship between spoken and written messages by engaging in writing, drawing, and activities that have meaning and purpose for them. By observing others reading and writing for their own enjoyment and information, children receive a powerful message about literacy’s pleasures and rewards. Children develop as writers when they are in an environment that has writing materials readily accessible in all play areas.

	STANDARD 3. WRITING Children use symbolic representations to communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences.

	Benchmark 3.1. The child creates messages by drawing, dictating, and emergent writing.

	a. Uses drawings and imitative writings to convey meaning.
	

	b. Expresses delight at the simple joy of creating drawings and writings. 
	

	c. Requests others to assist in recording child’s own thoughts and ideas. 
	

	d. Creates notes and messages for a purpose.
	

	Benchmark 3.2. The child develops competence in the use of writing materials.

	a. Explores a variety of writing materials. 
	

	b. Uses a variety of materials to produce scribble writing and letter-like forms. 
	

	c. Writes some recognizable letters, especially those in own name.
	

	d. Organizes writing from left to right. 
	

	Context Statement for Math Standard One: Patterns/Relationships (Algebra)

Learning to use patterns to solve problems develops naturally through play. Mathematical exploration is promoted when children are in an environment in which math-related conversations with peers and adults are frequent and opportunities are provided to use manipulatives, puzzles, and repetitive sounds and movement.

	STANDARD 1. PATTERNS/RELATIONSHIPS (ALGEBRA) Children explore, model, and describe patterns and relationships in daily problem solving and play situations.

	Benchmark 1.1. The child understands patterns and relationships.

	a. Sorts, classifies, and orders objects by one attribute.
	

	b. Sorts and classifies objects by more than one attribute.
	

	c. Recognizes a series and duplicates patterns through trial and error.
	

	d. Sorts, classifies, and orders objects and describes their relationships. 
	

	e. Describes and extends a pattern and uses the pattern to make predictions about what comes next. 
	

	f. Translates a pattern from one representation to another.
	

	Context Statement for Math Standard Two: Geometry

Learning geometric concepts begins when children manipulate, play with, replicate, and purposefully investigate geometric shapes and relationships to make connections. Children need to actively explore the size, shape, and spatial arrangement of real objects, as well as hear and use relevant mathematical vocabulary while interacting with peers and adults.

	STANDARD 2. GEOMETRY Children observe, construct, describe, connect, analyze, and draw plane and solid objects.

	Benchmark 2.1. The child explores and discusses the properties and relationships of plane and solid shapes.

	a. Constructs and sorts solid shapes and forms.
	

	b. Recognizes, constructs, and sorts plane shapes and forms.
	

	c. Names common shapes (circle, square, rectangle, triangle).
	

	d. Recognizes and represents geometric shapes, forms, and structures in the environment.
	

	e. Compares and describes attributes of plane and solid shapes and forms. 
	

	f. Investigates and discovers the results of combining shapes and forms. 
	

	g. Draws common shapes. 
	

	Benchmark 2.2. The child understands and describes locations and spatial relationships.

	a. Follows directions using positional terms, such as there/here; near/far; inside/outside; top/bottom; above/below; front/ back.
	

	b. Uses positional terms to describe relationships among objects.
	

	c. Recognizes when a position or orientation has changed.
	

	d. Describes and interprets direction and distance while interacting with the environment. (K M 4-1 PO2)
	

	e. Demonstrates an awareness of symmetry.
	

	Context Statement for Math Standard 3: Measurement

Learning to understand and apply measurement attributes begins during play as children actively describe and compare real world objects. Children need opportunities to explore, discover, and discuss measurement relationships in everyday activities and interactions.

	STANDARD 3. MEASUREMENT Children use standard and non-standard measurement and develop estimation strategies to make and to describe comparisons in their environment.

	Benchmark 3.1. The child understands measurable attributes of objects using units and processes of measurement.

	a. Explores the attributes of length, volume, weight, height, area, time, and temperature. 
	

	b. Covers an area with shapes. 
	

	c. Explores and develops an awareness of serration according to attributes such as length, width, height, size, color.
	

	d. Uses standard and non-standard units of measurement in everyday situations. 
	

	e. Selects an appropriate standard or non-standard tool for the attribute being measured. 
	

	f. Uses relative terms of measurement to compare and estimate for problem solving. 
	

	Benchmark 3.2. The child understands measurable attributes of time and sequence.

	a. Explores and begins to recognize temporal relationships such as day/night; before/after; first/last; yesterday/today/ tomorrow; days/ weeks; sooner/later;   morning/afternoon/evening; always/ never/sometimes; faster/slower.
	

	b. Associates events with periods of time.
	

	c. Follows, remembers, describes, and anticipates a sequence of events. 
	

	Context Statement for Math Standard 4: Numbers and Operations

Learning the meaning of a number begins with hands-on experiences using a variety of objects found in the home, the classroom, and nature. Children need opportunities to play, observe, and interact with peers and adults in order to discover number relationships and to develop a thinking process for problem solving.

	STANDARD 4. NUMBERS AND OPERATIONS Children demonstrate increasing interest and awareness of numbers in the environment, the relationships among numbers and quantities, and counting as a means for solving problems.

	Benchmark 4.1. The child understands the meaning of numbers, ways of representing numbers, and the relationships among numbers.

	a. Explores numbers in a variety of settings. 
	

	b. Matches sets of objects. 
	

	c. Develops a sense of whole numbers.

	• Understands that numbers represent quantities. 
	

	• Understands that numerals are symbols used to represent quantities. 
	

	• Represents and uses whole numbers in a variety of ways.
	

	• Uses number words while counting, not necessarily assigning one number to one object. 
	

	d. Compares sets of objects (more than, less than, equal to).
	

	e. Demonstrates concepts of part and whole.
	

	f. Explores the use of currency and coins. 
	

	g. Demonstrates one-to-one correspondence. 
	

	h. Counts with understanding and recognizes “how many” are in sets of objects up to five. 
	

	i. Matches numerals zero to five (0-5) to the quantities they represent. 
	

	j. Uses ordinal number words to describe the position of objects.
	

	k. Understands that numbers always represent the same quantity, regardless of the order or physical arrangement of the objects counted. 
	

	l. Uses one-to one correspondence as a way to compare two sets.
	

	Benchmark 4.2. The child understands beginning concepts of mathematical operations.

	a. Joins sets of objects. 
	

	b. Separates sets of objects. 
	

	c. Participates in discussion of mathematical operations in daily activities. 
	

	d. Represents an understanding of mathematical operations in daily activities. 
	

	Context Statement for Math Standard 5: Data Analysis

Learning to analyze data begins with opportunities to observe, describe, organize, compare, and represent objects and information. Children need experiences collecting objects and information that are meaningful to them.

	STANDARD 5. DATA ANALYSIS Children collect, organize, and analyze data from everyday situations.

	Benchmark 5.1. The child collects, organizes, and displays relevant data to make sense of the environment.

	a. Gathers data about self and the environment. 
	

	b. Organizes and displays data on graphs using objects, pictures, and representations. 
	

	c. Reads and interprets displays of data using objects, pictures, and representations. 
	

	d. Makes predictions based on questions posed by adults.
	

	e. Describes data using comparative words related to quantity, size, speed, and weight. 
	

	f. Forms logical conclusions about data. 
	

	Context Statement for Science

Young children are eager to discover all they can about the world in which they live. Children need opportunities for interactive explorations, observations, and systematic investigations that develop from their curiosity about the natural and physical worlds. Through these scientific experiences, children develop creative and cognitive thinking skills that make learning meaningful. Building on meaningful experiences, children develop a perception of themselves as explorers. As competent learners, children cycle through the process of developing and refining theories and begin their quest for understanding.

	STANDARD 1. Children use the process of scientific investigation (inquiry) to develop an understanding of living things, the earth, and the environment.

	Benchmark 1.1 The child observes the surrounding world; exhibits curiosity, interest, and wonder during explorations; begins to hypothesize, predict, and test theories in investigations; reflects on experiences; and applies developed learning to new situations.

	a. Perceives self as an explorer. 
	

	b. Uses senses to observe and explore animals, plants, and other natural phenomena. 
	

	c. Displays curiosity and wonder about animals, plants, and other natural phenomena. 
	

	d. Responds to questions about objects, events, and their relationships to further own understanding about the natural and physical worlds.
	

	e. Gathers information about objects and organisms using a variety of tools and materials. 
	

	 f. Engages in conversations about animals, plants, and other natural phenomena. 
	

	g. Demonstrates a willingness to take risks by choosing to participate in a variety of experiences. 
	

	h. Poses questions about animals, plants, other phenomena, and their relationships to further own understanding about the natural and physical worlds. 
	

	i. Examines objects, organisms, and events by noticing their attributes and paying attention to detail.
	

	j. Selects and uses the appropriate tool(s) to complete a particular task or investigation. 
	

	k. Predicts the outcome of investigations and test predictions through active exploration. 
	

	l. Recognizes and solves problems through trial and error.
	

	m. Organizes, displays, and interprets data using objects, drawings, and other graphic organizers.
	

	n. Forms generalizations about investigations.
	

	o. Uses safe and healthy practices and routines during explorations and investigations. 
	

	p. Sorts and classifies elements of the natural and physical worlds by one or more attributes. 
	

	q. Demonstrates concepts of part and whole in the natural and physical environments. 
	

	r. Uses language related to attributes of time, measurement, position, temperature, and type of materials.
	

	s. Examines and represents patterns in the environment.
	

	t. Observes and describes changes in objects, events, and natural phenomena.
	

	u. Plans an investigation. 
	

	v. Makes predictions based on patterns of observation rather than random guessing. 
	

	w. Makes new observations when discrepancies are discovered.
	

	x. Persists with an investigation despite distractions and interruptions.
	

	y. Forms logical conclusions about investigations. 
	

	z. Develops and represents theories and ideas about what has been observed and studied. 
	

	aa. Compares and contrasts the similarities and differences in the attributes of things. 
	

	bb. Recognizes that there could be more than one solution to a question, activity, or problem. 
	

	cc. Observes and describes the relationships between objects, between organisms, and between events.
	

	dd. Describes and anticipates sequences of scientific events.
	

	ee. Identifies cause and effect relationships. 
	

	ff. Develops a sense of responsibility by showing appreciation for the beauty and mystery of the natural and physical worlds.
	

	u. Plans an investigation. 
	

	v. Makes predictions based on patterns of observation rather than random guessing. 
	

	w. Makes new observations when discrepancies are discovered.
	

	x. Persists with an investigation despite distractions and interruptions.
	

	y. Forms logical conclusions about investigations. 
	

	z. Develops and represents theories and ideas about what has been observed and studied. 
	

	Context Statement for Standard for Arts as Inquiry and Creative Expression

Young children are creative, eager, and passionate learners. Daily opportunities for creative and aesthetic expression in the visual arts, music and movement, and the dramatic arts respect children’s potential to represent and communicate their theories about the world and their place in it. The learning environment needs to be aesthetically pleasing, provide a climate for risk-taking, and allow time for children to settle into their own rhythms. This environment transforms learning into a rich cognitive adventure.

	STANDARD 1. ARTS AS INQUIRY AND CREATIVE EXPRESSION. Children use a process of inquiry as they observe, organize, and interpret their experiences through creative expression.

	Benchmark 1.1 The child uses a wide variety of materials, tools, and techniques to explore and to make sense of the surrounding world and to express a personal understanding of it.

	a. Exhibits curiosity and wonder as the child develops a sense of aesthetics about the surrounding world
	

	b. Explores a variety of materials to create original work that represents what the child knows and feels.
	

	c Explores a variety of tools to create original work that represents what the child knows and feels.
	

	d. Explores a variety of techniques to create original work that represents what the child knows and feels.
	

	e. Imitates responsible procedures in the care and use of art materials. 
	

	f. Uses a variety of elements (such as lines, forms, shapes, colors, texture, rhythm, contrast, balance, proportion, and emphasis) to create designs, images, and representations that are meaningful to the child. 
	

	g. Creates representations that contain increasing detail.
	

	h. Shares or talks about personal artwork.
	

	i. Initiates responsible procedures in the care and use of art materials.
	

	j. Over time, adds details and new elements to a continuing project or experience.
	

	k. Makes creative and aesthetic choices when engaging in art activities. 
	

	l. Requests specific materials and tools to carry out creative media activities. 
	

	m. Respects the creative expressions of self and others. (
	

	n. Comments about the qualities and beauty in works of art and describes the details observed. 
	

	o. Participates in creative media activities that are part of the child’s community and culture.
	

	p. Demonstrates understanding of the visual relationships in artwork such as lines, forms, shapes, colors, texture, rhythm, contrast, balance, proportion, and emphasis.
	

	q. Guides others in the responsible care and use of art materials.
	

	Benchmark 1.2. Music and Creative Movement. The child uses a wide variety of musical elements, tools, and techniques to explore and to make sense of the surrounding world and to express a personal understanding of it.

	a. Exhibits interest in a variety of musical expressions and movement experiences. 
	

	b. Explores musical elements through a variety of classroom instruments, vocalizations, and movements.
	

	c. Demonstrates an awareness of the musical elements represented through sounds in the environment such as pitch, intensity, volume, beat, rhythm, tempo, duration, and melody.
	

	d. Demonstrates an awareness of the musical elements as represented through movements in the environment.
	

	e. Imitates sound effects that accompany a story or musical piece.
	

	f. Imitates positions or actions of other beings and objects found in the environment . 
	

	g. Listens to and recognizes familiar rhymes, songs, and chants.
	

	h. Recognizes similarities and differences in sounds of several common instruments (e.g., drum, guitar, tambourine, and triangle). 
	

	i. Responds rhythmically to music and sounds.
	

	j. Sings and moves to a variety of familiar songs, rhymes, and chants. 
	

	k. Experiments with pitch, intensity, volume, beat, rhythm, tempo, duration, and melody to create musical expressions.
	

	l.. Experiments with different types of music.
	

	m. Responds respectfully to the performances of others.
	

	n. Uses creative movement and dance to interpret the mood of various types of music and stories. 
	

	o. Modifies, extends, and elaborates songs or musical patterns.
	

	p. Uses knowledge of the differences in sounds and patterns to create musical compositions. 
	

	q. Participates in music and movement activities that are part of the child’s community and culture.
	

	r. Expresses different moods and feelings through music and movement. 
	

	Benchmark 1.3. Dramatic Play. The child uses dramatic play to explore and to make sense of the surrounding world and to express an understanding of it.

	a. Explores and uses a variety of roles to represent what the child knows, feels, and imagines. 
	

	b. Explores and uses a variety of props and materials to represent what the child knows, feels, and imagines. 
	

	c. Demonstrates understanding of the behaviors important to specific roles
	

	d. Demonstrates understanding of sequences of events through dramatic play. 
	

	e. Dramatizes familiar stories and poems. 
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