<Date>
Dear Parents,

The school year is rapidly approaching and we can’t wait for the fun to begin.  Soon we will be getting the room ready, creating exciting lesson plans and organizing home visits.   
<Insert information about yourself here:  education, years of experience, your family, etc.>

On <insert date>, we will have our scheduled work day in the morning and a parent orientation in the afternoon.  The four’s class is different from the three’s and two’s programs and we are anxious to share with you our program.  This day is required but you have a choice of one of the other two clean up days in January and in May. If there is an emergency and you cannot attend either one, it is imperative that you let us know.  Your help with this matter is invaluable so we will expect to see everyone there.  We will have the room organized; but we just need to start cleaning toys.  

During the month of September we will be focusing on framing and settling into our routine.  We will learn about ourselves and how we recognize that each person is important.  We will create collages, make stickers, play in the water, design with play dough and paint amongst many other activities.  As this month is focusing on “me,” if your child has a special book they would like to share, please make sure it is clearly labeled with their name. Please dress your child so that s/he is ready for play.  As we will be working with art and water, it is not uncommon for clothes to get soiled.  

Many parents have asked about our philosophy on academics.  Although the activities we do are not overt in teaching reading and math, learning is taking place.  We call this the discovery method of learning.  Rather than sitting each child down and saying “here’s how to write your name, copy these letters,” we are engaging children in writing, reading and math. Scribing is one activity that promotes reading skills and we will be doing a lot of that in our classroom.  Simply put, scribing happens when an adult writes down the child’s story. We have several clipboards attached to the wall with paper on them.  We will have an orientation on scribing for more information. We encourage you to do this at home as well.  Learning also takes place through constant communication that is child centered rather than adult centered.  For example, rather than the teacher telling the children how to make the art project, the materials are simply laid out with the child guiding the process.

Please also don’t be surprised to receive an email, a note, or a fax, for you or for your son or daughter.  The purpose of these letters is to let you know what is going on in the classroom and bring your child into the loop, knowing that we are working as a team.  The letters might mention a great story they wrote, a song they sang or how they shared.  We do not have a specific time interval for these letters, but it is our goal to have them come periodically through the year.  

We welcome any help you might want to give in setting up our room as well. Our goal is to make the transition into the new year a positive experience for everyone.

We are already organizing some super activities and have constructed a list of “treasures” that are needed for our program.  If you have any of the following items, we could use them.
· Magazines to cut up.
· Pictures of your child and family that can be cut up

· A current picture of your child

· A baby picture of your child (this will be laminated, so please have it as a copy)

· Material remnants (1 yard or more) for designing costumes for our plays and stories.
· Coffee cans for science experiments and other great uses.

· Anything else that you might throw away but realize that it could be something useful for the classroom.

· Be sure to check the white board on the back of the door and in the hall for an updated list.


It’s going to be a great year and we thank you for letting us share a part of your child’s life.  
Sincerely,

Four’s Teachers
AUGUST

Monday
23
Staff Meeting 10:00 – 1:00  

Thu.-Fri.
26-27
Home visits

Saturday
28
All School Work Day 8:00-12:00



Required Parent Orientation 1:00-4:00

SEPTEMBER

Wednesday
1
First Day (1/2) Four's class



Orientation Day Three's Class 


(1/2 class 9:00-10:00 & 1/2 class 10:30-11:30) 

Thursday
2
Orientation Day for Two's Class (See class letter for times)



First Day (Second 1/2) Four's class

Friday
3
First Full Day for Threes

Monday 
6
NO SCHOOL-Labor Day
 

Tuesday
7
First Full Day for Two’s and Four's



Lunch Bunch starts

Friday
10
First Friday Friends

Monday
13
Staff Meeting 11:30

Tuesday
21
Four's Parent Meeting 11:30

Wednesday
22
Three's Parent Meeting 11:30

Thursday
23
Two's Parent Meeting 11:30

OCTOBER
Monday
4
Staff Meeting 11:30

Monday
11
NO SCHOOL-Columbus Day Holiday

Tuesday
19
Four's Parent Meeting 11:30

Wednesday
20
Three's Parent Meeting 11:30

Thursday
21
Two's Parent Meeting 11:30

NOVEMBER
Saturday
6
Auction

Thursday
11
NO SCHOOL-Veteran's Day Holiday

Tuesday
16
Two’s and Four’s Conferences 

Thursday
18
Two’s and Four’s Conferences 

Friday
 19
Three's Conferences-NO SCHOOL FOR THREES

Monday
22
Staff Meeting 11:30 

Wednesday
24
NO LUNCH BUNCH

Thur.-Fri.
28-29
NO SCHOOL-Thanksgiving Holiday

DECEMBER

Friday
3
Parent's Night Out 5:00-10:00


Friday
17
All School Holiday Feast  - No Lunch Bunch

Thursday
19
NO SCHOOL-Winter Break Begins

JANUARY

Tuesday
4
School Resumes

Saturday
8
All School Work Day 8:00-12:00

Monday
10
Staff Meeting  11:30

Monday
17
NO SCHOOL-Martin Luther King Holiday

Tuesday
18
Four's Parent Meeting 11:30

Wednesday
19
Three's Parent Meeting 11:30

Thursday
20
Two's Parent Meeting 11:30

FEBRUARY

Monday
7
Staff Meeting  11:30

Friday
11
Parent’s Night Out  5:00-10:00

Tuesday
15
Four's Parent Meeting 11:30

Wednesday
16
Three's Parent Meeting 11:30

Thursday
17
Two's Parent Meeting 11:30

Monday
21
NO SCHOOL-President's Day Holiday

Friday
25
2004/05Registration Deadline for past and  



returning families

MARCH
Tuesday
8
Two’s and Four’s Conferences 

Thursday
10
Two’s and Four’s Conferences 

Friday
11
Three's Conferences-NO SCHOOL FOR THREES

Mon.-Fri.
14-18
NO SCHOOL-Spring Break

Monday
21
Staff Meeting 11:30 

APRIL

Tuesday
12
NO SCHOOL-Teacher In-service

Tuesday
19
Four's Parent Meeting 11:30

Wednesday
20
Three's Parent Meeting 11:30

Thursday
21
Two's Parent Meeting 11:30

MAY

Tuesday
3
In-coming Four's Parent Evening

Wednesday
4
In-coming Three's Parent Evening

Thursday
5
In-coming Two's Parent Evening

Friday
13
Last Friday Friends

Monday 
16
Last Day Lunch Bunch

Tuesday
17
Last Day Party for Two’s

Wednesday
18
Last Day Party for Three’s

Thursday
19
Four’s Graduation

Friday
20
All School Work Day  8:00am-12:00pm

